TRANSITION AGRICULTURE		Jon Radojkovic
We know that fuel prices will rise dramatically as they dry up in the near future so what are farmers, who are so dependent on oil going to do about it?
That is what a global initiative, began in Ireland in 2002, called Transition Town is looking at specifically, and a big part of their perspective is agriculture. 
Western society and the rest of the world are totally dependent and addicted some say, on cheap oil—from manufacturing and construction to transporting food across the globe. Most experts agree that we are at the maximum for the amount of oil we have in reserves, called Peak Oil, and from now it will either be a gradual or sudden spiral downwards as we run out. Prices will jump up, as we witnessed last year’s $1.50 per litre gas prices, but it doesn’t mean that we should be standing by as spectators, watching our world as we know it, slowly disintegrate. 
There have been many local Transition Town initiatives began recently and one of them encompasses the Durham town area. 
“If cheap oil is going to be unavailable, coupled with climate change, a lot has to change,” said Cory Eichman, who with his wife, Tanya, runs a Community Shared Agriculture operation near Durham. CSA’s are all across North America and Europe and work on the principle of pre-selling a season’s worth of produce to customers who then pick up the fresh vegetables once a week. Eichman provides for 70 families fresh, organic produce and some fruit and to 40 families, winter produce, such as potatoes and turnips. He has been using, so far, tractors to plow, disc and cultivate his vegetable fields and hay fields where he also runs 14 Highland cattle. 
Eichman joined the Transition Town movement and is going to do something about the future, before high oil prices catch up to him—he purchased a team of Belgium horses. This will offset one of his tractors, and provide fertilizer, in the form of horse manure, for his operation. Another benefit for using horses is that “tractors don’t reproduce,” quipped Eichmann. Some farmers may snicker that this is going backwards, but how many are making a profit these days? And with oil prices certainly going up, is profit going to get any better? “Think globally, act locally,” is a phrase Eichman used. Grow for the local economy, and have the rest of the world reduce their dependency on imports and exports, while empowering them to grow good food for themselves. 
Transition Town is based on permaculture principles, a form of agriculture that is based on long term thinking and action. “Why not base the Transition Town movement on permaculture principles, it’s such a good fit,” said Shane Snell, a manager of Chicory Common, a food store and café in Durham that sells as much local produce and organic food as possible. “Denial of oil shortages and high prices is not really an option,” Snell says. He has been in the food business most of his life, with his grandparents and then parents operating a grocery store.  “If a ship is sinking yet we’re saying it’s not sinking, that is really not a good argument,” Snell said. 
Grey Bruce has the ability to grow most of the food people would need yet now we import food from all over the world based on cheap oil. When that stops the local chapter of Transition Town Durham wants to be ready with a long term plan. There is so much potential for growing enough local food here. Dorothea Eppler, who has a farm just north east of Durham, says she could grow enough potatoes to feed all of Durham’s needs. It’s that simple but most people think of the negatives, because food has become an enclave of big business interests, who make it seem that we can’t feed ourselves anymore. 
More local food demand would result in more small scaled farms, based on a good profit margin, which would mean more of a population, which would be in turn be needed for the farm operation’s labour force. “If I had more labour I could grow everything using horses,” Eichmann says. His purchase of horses, while it’s a step, still doesn’t mean he won’t be using a tractor for loading manure and using the haybine and baler. But it is a step in the right direction, Eichmann believes. 
The LocalMotive project is a Grey Bruce initiative to have local residents plan for a future based on less dependency on outside imports of food and implementing a “re-localization,” says the website. “One does not need much imagination to realize that we as a community have the potential to be much more self-sufficient in respect to everything from food, manufacturing to education and even governance.”
“I think this is a going forward not backwards,” Snell explained. A lack of oil would also mean less pollution in the form of less plastic products, vehicle exhaust, and food waste. It’s no secret that shipping food all over the world creates a lot of spoiled produce that is thrown out. It will also empower countries to grow food for themselves and not be governed by monolithic corporations using cheap third world labour to grow a monoculture system of crops, such as bananas in the West Indies. 
You can join the Transition Town movement and be in on meetings by calling Eppler at 519-369-6943 or look at the LocalMotive.org website or Transition Town Durham face book. The next meeting is on August 17th at 7 pm above the former Stedman’s building.   

 


