
 

 

Poechman Family Farms 
 

Gerald Poechman is a second generation farmer, 
producing eggs in a business that his father started 50 
years ago. He and his wife Marlene and their family 
keep 3500 hens and crop a total of 500 acres near 
Hanover. 

 
Gerald is a pioneer in the Canadian organic farming 
scene having become the first commercial certified 
organic egg producer in Ontario in 1994. ‘Poechman’s 
Golden Eggs’ created a niche market for organic eggs 
and a need for more producers. To satisfy the newfound demand, an egg pool within the 
Organic Meadow Cooperative was established. Today Organic Meadow 
(organicmeadow.com) has a total of 175 grain, dairy and egg farmers in southwestern 
Ontario. The ten egg producing members raise 500 birds each, with the exception of the 
Poechmans who keep a larger flock and also hold quota.   

 
In order to qualify for organic certification the Poechman farm must meet the following 
criteria: 
• Birds eat a completely certified ration containing approved amendments (for example 

an approved multi-vitamin and mineral mix) 
• Birds are not caged (allowed to run freely), and there is a minimum of two square feet 

per bird in the barn 
• One third of housing is loose-litter for dust bathing 
• Birds have access to outdoors 
• Farm fields are free of chemical applications (of specified products) for at least three 

years 
 

Gerald grows and assembles all the rations for his birds and also offers a valuable service 
by custom-milling organic feed for other farmers. He provides rations of any size, with 
any grain requested, for any kind of livestock imaginable, including cattle, horses, ducks 

and even emus and llamas. Much of his business is 
serving the needs of backyard flock owners who 
want to feed organic grains. 1611 Poechman Lane, 
Sideroad 30, Walkerton ▪ 519-364-5657 
 

Celebrating the folks who feed us! 

At the farm gate 

• Eggs 

• Custom-filled organic grain rations 
(for any size herd or flock) 

Written by Jennifer Pittet for Grey Bruce Agriculture & Culinary Association ▪ www.foodlinkgreybruce.com ▪ 2010 


