
 

 

     Maclean’s Ales 
In 1979 Charles MacLean traveled to England with the 

intention of spending six weeks touring the country by 

bicycle. He stayed for three years, working primarily as a 

trainee-brewer at a craft brewery (also known as a micro-

brewery) in London’s east end. On his return to Canada 

he worked with the Canadian branch of CAMRA 

(CAMpaign for Real Ale) and also played a key role in 

setting up Wellington Brewery in Guelph. Today Charles 

operates his own craft brewery, the smallest in Ontario, 

from Barleymow Farm near Durham. All the hops for 

his Farmhouse Ale are grown at Barleymow and Charles 

uses the spent hops as mulch for his garden.  

 

Charles sources as many local ingredients as possible but it’s challenging because a large 

supply of both hops and barley is required, neither of which is widely grown in Ontario. 

Malting barley (a special low-protein barley) does grow in the Highway 89 corridor and 

also in the New Liskeard region, but the best Canadian malting barley is grown in the dry 

climate of the Prairie Provinces.  Being a small brewer Charles can afford to use the best 

raw materials for his beer and he selects and buys some older varieties of malting barley 

from Britain.  He also imports Fuggles and Goldings, two traditional noble hops with a 

flavour that is superior to the higher alpha acid hops which 

are more commonly used these days.  
 

• Maclean’s Ales are available in Grey Bruce at Biermans Bar and 

Grill (Chesley), Rocky Raccoon Café (Owen Sound) and the 

Barrhead Pub & Grill (Markdale). Or you can buy directly from 

the brewery at 212744 Baseline Road (Normanby),  Durham  ON 

N0G 2M0.  Open Friday and Saturday 12-5, Monday to Thursday 

12–5, please call ahead. 519-369-5061 
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Celebrating the folks who feed us! 

Pale Ale Pale Ale Pale Ale Pale Ale ▪ Year-round flagship ale. Amber-coloured, malty ale with a well hopped finish. Brewed year round. (5.2% 
alcohol by volume) 
Farmhouse AleFarmhouse AleFarmhouse AleFarmhouse Ale ▪  Light golden coloured ale made from Barleymow Farm hops. Brewed spring until fall. (4.8% abv) 
Scotch Ale Scotch Ale Scotch Ale Scotch Ale ▪ Rich, malty, dark ale.  Available in winter.  (7.2% abv) 
Oatmeal StoutOatmeal StoutOatmeal StoutOatmeal Stout    ▪ Malty black ale at 5.6% alcohol. Available in winter. (5.6% abv) 
Barleymow Bitter  Barleymow Bitter  Barleymow Bitter  Barleymow Bitter  ▪Traditional light hoppy ale. Seasonal. (3.6% abv)    
Indie Pale Ale  Indie Pale Ale  Indie Pale Ale  Indie Pale Ale  ▪    Golden, hoppy ale. Seasonal. (6.2% abv.)    


