Celebrating the folks who feed us!

AR =.
Chicory Common a‘cural Foods

b N
N

In October of 1999 Monica Graf opened
Chicory Common Natural Foods on the
main street of Durham. Monica’s vision was
to have a store that was sensitive to the
political choices customers make when
buying food. She is an advocate for a
“closed system” where people live off the
resources that are available locally, and
consequently she committed to buying from regional and Ontario farmers. With the
incorporation of a café in 2004, Chicory Common became an important gathering place
for the community, satisfying another of Monica’s objectives.

Monica’s vision has largely been realized although perhaps not entirely to her
satisfaction, and when she decided to sell the business she was intent on finding a buyer
with similar goals. She found that person when she met Kathleen Dachuk, and in March
2010 Kathleen became the new owner of Chicory Common. Kathleen’s interest in the
local food movement developed during her two years at Whole Village, an organic CSA
(Community Supported Agriculture) farm, and the only official Eco-Village in Ontario.
Kathleen is joined by two Whole Village colleagues, Shane Snell and Natasha Bye who
will be part of the management team. Together they plan to extend the sourcing of local
and organic products, focus on new marketing strategies, including the development of a
website, and continue Monica’s work of community building.

Chicory Common has been dedicated to serving local needs for eleven years and it has a
bright future. On reflection Monica is grateful for her customers’ loyalty and offers a
perspective on the store’s evolution. “The internal momentum from the store is not so
much about the products we carry as about meeting human needs in this community. So it
has sort of shaped itself. The tangible feel it has comes from the core of the community. I
launched it, but there’s been a momentum
that comes from somewhere else, not from
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110 Highwy #6 North (town centre),
Durham (Grey County) = 519-369-2046
chicorycommon@gmail.com
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